xyj                                      PREFACE,
An observation occurs in one of the later volumes
of these Journals (which had previously escaped my
notice) in which the Author remarks that much that
he has written appears to him to be extremely dull,
and that to avoid dullness the manuscript should bo
carefully revised before it is made public. I have
not the same dread of dullness which a/Tooted Mr,
Greville. A passage may be found to contain Home-
thing of interest hereafter, though it is not amusing,
and at the worst the reader can pass it by, Nor
do I attach importance to the amusement the public
may derive from this work. The volumes now pub-
lished may be less attractive to some readers than
those which preceded them, for they relate to IOHN
dissipated and distracted times; but they arc, I think,
more instructive because they are marked by a drcprr
insight into political history.
In conclusion, I may remark that the present publi-
cation embraces a period'"of fourteen yearn, extending
from the accession of Her Majesty Queen Victoria
in 1837 to the coup d'etat of Napoleon m. hi 1851,
The latest events recorded in these pages arc separated
from us by an interval of about thirty-four yraiu
The occurrences which took place after the clow of
1851, the subsequent establishment of the Imperial
power in Erance, the formation of the Cabinet of Lord
Aberdeen, Mowed in 1853 by the Crimean War, mark
aa important epoch in the history of this country and
of Europe.   I have therefore thought that tins date in